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Saateks

Kadrioru Kunstimuuseumi näitus „Vene valitsejad” (2006–2007) ja sellega kaasnenud 

kataloog näitasid selgelt, kui palju on Eestis asuvate valitsejaportreede, nende ajaloo ja 

ikonograafia uurimise valdkonnas veel nn valgeid laike. Hoolimata esmakordse Vene keis-

rite portreedele pühendatud näituse ja raamatu mastaapsusest, olid mõlemad siiski pigem 

teetähised ja tulevaste uurimuste jaoks küsimuste püstitajad kui lõpliku tõe kuulutajad. 

Seda teemat käsitles laiemalt 20. mail 2008 toimunud kevadkonverents „Vene valitsejate 

portreed”, millel kõlanud ettekanded käesolevas artiklikogumikus avaldataksegi. Peale 

näituse kuraatorite esinesid konverentsil mitu oma ala juhtivat spetsialisti Moskvast ja 

Peterburist, kellega koostöö on äärmiselt oluline, kuna Eestis olevad portreed moodus-

tavad ühe osa Vene keisrite ikonograafiast ning nende uurimine ilma Venemaal asuvaid 

ametlikke eeskujusid tundmata on võimatu, samas leidub Eestis ka haruldasi teoseid, 

mis annavad valitseja üldisesse ikonograafiasse olulist lisa. 

Eestis asuvad Vene valitsejate portreed võib jaotada kolmeks rühmaks – ühed saa-

busid Peterburist 18.–19. sajandil ning asusid kohalikes ametiasutustes või erakogudes 

kui valitseja võimu või armu sümbolid, teise rühma moodustavad samaks otstarbeks 

kohapeal loodud teosed ja kolmanda pärast 1917. a. eri teid pidi muuseumide kogudesse 

tulnud portreed. Eesti kunstiajaloo seisukohast on kõige olulisemad just teise rühma 

kuuluvad teosed. Käesolev kogumik aitab teadmisi valitsejaportreedest ja nende osast 

Eesti kunstielus tublisti täiendada. 

Valitsejaportreed moodustavad mitte ainult kunsti, vaid ka ajaloo osa, need on 

tähtsad ajastu dokumendid, mis juba oma loomisajal mängisid suurt märgilist rolli, olles 

omaniku staatuse või võimu kohaloleku märgiks. Valitsejatele pühendatud või nende 

jaoks loodud kunstiteoste uurimine aitab mõista ka looja rolli võimukandja suunaja, 

kasvataja ja hindajana. Kuna valitseja kuvandi loojaks olid kunstnike kõrval ka kirja-

nikud ja poeedid, siis on mõned kogumiku artiklid pühendatud valitseja kujutamisele 

mittekujutavates kunstides, näiteks kirjanduses.

Aleksandra Murre,
Kadrioru kunstimuuseumi kuraator, kogumiku koostaja ja toimetaja



Foreword

The exhibition Portraits of Russian Tsars in Kadriorg Art Museum (2006–2007), and the 

accompanying catalogue, clearly showed how many “blank spots” there still are in the field of 

study of the portraits of rulers located in Estonia, their history and iconography. Despite the 

large scale of the first exhibition and the book dedicated to the portraits of Russian tsars, these 

activities were more like milestones, and posed questions for future study, rather than declaring 

a “final truth”. The topic was more widely discussed at the spring conference Portraits of Russian 

Tsars, which took place on 20 May 2007; the presentations given at the conference have found 

their way into these proceedings. In addition to the curators of the exhibition, several leading 

experts from Moscow and St. Petersburg lectured at the conference. Cooperation with Russian 

specialists was essential to the museum, as the portraits in Estonia form a part of the iconography 

of Russian emperors and it is impossible to study them without being familiar with the official 

models located in Russia. At the same time, there are rare works of art in Estonia the knowledge 

of which is a significant complement to the general iconography of rulers. 

The portraits of Russian rulers located in Estonia can be divided into three groups: 

the first group arrived from St. Petersburg in the 18th–19th centuries and hung in local 

public buildings or private collections as symbols of the ruler’s might or mercy; the second 

group is formed by the works created for the same purpose, but locally; and the third one 

includes portraits that ended up in the collections of museums in different ways after the 

year 1917. From the viewpoint of Estonian art history, the works belonging to the second 

group are the most noteworthy. This compilation significantly helps to supplement our 

knowledge of the portraits of rulers and their role in Estonian art life. 

Portraits of the rulers are not only a part of art, but also of history, making up important 

documentation of the era. Even at the time of their creation, the pictures played a major role 

as symbols, indicating the status of the owner or the presence of authority. The study of works 

of art dedicated to the rulers, or made for them, helps us to understand the role of the artist as 

the person directing, educating or evaluating the person depicted. As the images of a ruler were 

not created only by artists but also by writers and poets, some of the articles in the compilation 

have been dedicated to the depiction of rulers in non-visual arts, such as literature.

Aleksandra Murre

Curator at the Kadriorg Art Museum, compiler and editor of the publication
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