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Saateks

Kumu kunstimuuseumi tegevuse oluline osa on stgiskonverentsid, traditsioon, mis réhutab
néitusetegevuse orgaanilist seost teadustegevusega ja on toeks kogu eesti kunsti uurimisele.
Naitused, mida valmistatakse ette mitmeid aastaid, pohinevad tosisel uurimistool, nii on
valjapaneku koostaja kord arhiiviuurija, kord filosoofi rollis. Kumu suurtest suvenitustest —
mis tutvustavad pohjalikumalt ttht vaga olulist nahtust voi kunstnikku eesti kunstiajaloos —
oli esimene Mai Levini kureeritud ,Uhest sajandist teise. Kristjan ja Paul Raud” (22.06.—
8.10.2000).

Niitusega kaasnes ka sama nime kandev rahvusvaheline teaduskonverents (6.10.
2006), mille eesmark oli uurida laiemalt pohjamaade rahvusromantilist arkamisaega
kujutavas kunstis ning Kristjan ja Paul Raua loomingu kasitlust selles kontekstis. Kaesolev
kogumik on koostatud konverentsil peetud ettekannete pohjal.

Pohjamaade rahvusromantism — segu ja stntees simbolismist, akadeemilisest
realismist, juugendstiili dekoratiivsusest — elati 1abi peamiselt 19. sajandi viimastel aasta-
kumnetel, Soomes ka 20. sajandi alguses. Samasugused ideed ja piirgimused on nii Kristjan
kui ka Paul Raua loomingus 20. sajandi algusaastail alanud arengus kuni Teise maailmasojani
vélja. Sellel perioodil segunevad modernistlik kunstitunnetus véikerahvastele nii iseloomuliku
huviga folkloori vastu, kaasaegsete valjendusvahendite otsing toimub paralleelselt arhailise,
igavese otsinguga.

Sirje Helme
Kumu kunstimuuseumi direktor



Foreword

A significant part in the activities of the Kumu Art Museum is played by autumn conferences —
a tradition that emphasises the organic relationship between organising exhibitions and
scientific work, as well as supporting the study of Estonian art as a whole. Exhibitions, which
are prepared several years in advance, are based on serious study. Thus, the compiler of
the display has, from time to time, to take on the role of philosopher, or dig through the
archives. The first of the Kumu summer exhibitions — which give a thorough overview of
an important phenomenon or artist in the history of Estonian art — was ,,From One Century
to the Next. Kristjan and Paul Raud,” curated by Mai Levin (22.06.-8.10.2006).

The opening of the exhibition was followed by an international scientific conference
of the same title (6.10.20006), the objective of which was the wider study of national-
romanticist awakening in the visual art of the Nordic countries, and the treatment of Kristjan
Raud’s and Paul Raud’s oeuvre in this context. This compilation has been composed on the
basis of presentations given at the conference.

National romanticism of the Nordic countries — a mix and synthesis of symbolism,
academic realism and the decorativeness of Art Nouveau — was dominant in the last decades
of the 19" century, and in Finland also in the early 20™ century. Similar ideas and aspirations
can be found in the development of the work of both Kristjan and Paul Raud begun in
the early years of the 20™ century, up to World War II. In this period, the modernist feel
for art blends with their interest in folklore, which was very typical of small nations. The
search for modern means of expression went on simultaneously with the search for the
archaic, the eternal.

Sirje Helme
Director of the Kumu Art Museum
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